
  October 19, 2020

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

19 October 2020 (PASO ROBLES, CA): CASS Winery was named 

the 2020 Winery of the Year by the 18th annual Central Coast Wine 

Competition (CCWC). This is the third Winery of the Year award 

earned under the creativity of Sterling Kragten, aged 34. As head 

winemaker, Sterling led CASS to win this honor in 2015 and 2018, 

making it the first time a winery has won the award three times. 

“It’s a big honor…there are lots of great wines in Paso Robles,” says 

owner, Steve Cass.  

In reference to the Rhône and Bordeaux varietals that Sterling plays 

with daily, he is excited to see less typical vines grab some notori-

ety. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS 

Distribution questions can be 
directed to meegan@casswines.-
com 
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Chanda Brown 
(805)239-1730x105 
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Millennial Wine-

maker Positions 

CASS Winery as 

Winery of the 

Year for a 3rd 

Time  
CASS Winery, under the guidance of 

millennial winemaker, Sterling 

Kragten, wins the 2020 Winery of 

the Year at Central Coast Wine 

Competition for a third year running.
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”I love the fact that the more obscure varietals are garnering so 

much attention! Two years ago the Cass 2016 Mourvedre was best 

overall red. Now, the MR BLANC, being a Marsanne Roussanne 

based blend, wins best overall white wine. These are two varietals 

that most people have probably never tried."  

All 18 Wines Submitted Medaled 

This year’s competition included 503 wines from 86 wineries and 

ten counties stretching from Alameda to Ventura.  

After the socially-distanced, blind-tasting event held October 

12-14, CASS was awarded the coveted title of Winery of the Year. 

With three Best of Class, four Double Golds, seven Golds, and sev-

en Silvers, CASS Winery’s selections produced the point average to 

win this honor. The honors continued with their Mr. Blanc taking the 

Best White Wine award, as well. 

“I am very humbled that CASS wines are so well received. Winning 

Central Coast Winery of the Year for a third time in five years is a 

testament to the dedication of quality that the whole team at Cass 

has,” says Sterling.  “This, of course, starts in the vineyard with the 

team paying attention to what the individual blocks and varietals 

need, to putting in extra effort toward being a Certified California 

Sustainable Vineyard. This dedication carries over in the winery to 

showcase CASS Vineyards through small lot fermentation and hand 

selection of every single barrel, to which wine it will be blended to.” 

Millennials in Wine 

Despite unabashedly claiming to be the UN-millennial, Sterling 

Kragten has done a remarkable job of continuing to cement his 

generation’s role in the field of winemaking. A role that is continuing 

to grow in number and esteem, as the industry experiences a boom 

in remarkable millennial winemakers and sommeliers.  

In regards to taking on a pivotal role of leadership, Sterling admits, ”

It was very nerve-racking to be Head Winemaker at the age of 28. 

This was the opportunity that I had been working towards one way 

or another for the past 10 years and I did not want to drop the ball. I 

put in all the effort I had to show not only that I was capable, but 

that I could succeed. So, being awarded Winery of the Year three 

times in five years is very gratifying not only because people are 

really enjoying Cass wines, but that the hard work is paying off.” 

Owner, Steve Cass, rests confidently in his decision to give Sterling 

a chance to shine at such a green age:  
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Old world principles united with 
a vineyard-forward winemaking 
methodology is our backbone. 
Experimentation and creativity is 
our spirit.
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“It has been my experience that the best winemakers have four key 

qualities…a strong academic background (in something like enolo-

gy, food science or chemistry), good mentoring, a keen palate, and, 

of course, a strong and organized work ethic. Sterling has all of this 

and more. In addition to being a great winemaker, he has a funny and 

pleasant personality.  Ask him about the mayonnaise filled donuts 

on April Fools Day.” 

The beauty of the relationship between vineyard owner and wine-

maker is thriving at CASS. The magic lies in trust, and a dedication 

to excellence that allows room for experimentation and creativity. 

The results have been winning for this 2020 Winery of the Year. 

Notes to Editors: 

IMAGES | VIDEOS | LOGOS CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 

ABOUT CASS WINERY 

CASS Winery is a family owned vineyard in the heart of the Geneseo 

Sub AVA of east Paso Robles, CA. With 145 acres of Rhône and 

Bordeaux varietal vines planted, the winemaking tradition at CASS 

has been vineyard-forward and 100% estate grown centric since 

its birth.  

The focus of CASS Winery has always been centered on excellence. 

As one of the earliest wineries to delve into uniting their tasting 

room with an award-winning, full-service cafe, CASS has continued 

to hone and expand their offerings. Having executed vineyard wed-

dings since 2004, they debuted their new state of the art Barrel 

Room for lavish modern affairs in 2019.  Coupled with the new 

GENESEO INN and CASS Camp experiences, CASS Winery has 

poised themselves beautifully as your next wine country retreat. 

To discover more of CASS Winery, please visit their website at 

https://casswines.com 

Social Channels: 

Instagram Facebook  

###
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